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1 It’s worth at least 40% of the lab mark.

Doing well on the original submission can make it worth more.

If you get a good mark on the original submission, you won’t
have to revise it.

It’s worth spending time on this.
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The lab checklist

Print and attach to the lab

There is a document about what the individual items mean.

There are two sample lab reports for you to look at.

Understanding the checklist will help you do better and waste less
time.
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The other 10% is for question answers.
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“The other 10 marks will be based on how well the post-lab
discussion questions were answered within the text of the report.
Remember that the answers to these questions should be an
integral part of the report, not merely an afterthought.”
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Plagiarism

Plagiarism is the presentation of someone else’s work as one’s
own, and thus the crime is against the reader or recipient of
the work who is being deceived about its source.

Copyright is the right of an author to control over the
publication or distribution of his or her own work. A violation
of copyright is, in effect, a crime against the producer of the
work, since adequate credit and/or payment is not given.

These two concepts are related, but may get confused. Both
involve unethical re-use of one person’s work by another person,
but they are different because the victim is different in each case.
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Plagiarism avoidance

If partners collect data together, and do calculations correctly,
then their results will be identical.

If they have identified their partners, this isn’t plagiarism.

However, since one of the main academic problems with
plagiarism is that someone who doesn’t do the work doesn’t
learn, there can still be a problem.

(Even many professors would consider the following
examples as plagiarism.)

Following are examples of collaboration that suggest someone is
not learning.
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Avoiding plagiarism

Don’t write anything while you discuss things.

Don’t share your report for someone to “look at”.

Choose different data points for sample calculations.

Make your own tables; don’t just copy directly from the
lab manual.

Along with the paper copy, you will submit an electronic copy
which will be tested for plagiarism.

Terry Sturtevant Writing a Lab Report



Writing a lab report
How is it marked?

Plagiarism avoidance
Discussion of Uncertainties
Conclusions

Avoiding plagiarism

Don’t write anything while you discuss things.

Don’t share your report for someone to “look at”.

Choose different data points for sample calculations.

Make your own tables; don’t just copy directly from the
lab manual.

Along with the paper copy, you will submit an electronic copy
which will be tested for plagiarism.

Terry Sturtevant Writing a Lab Report



Writing a lab report
How is it marked?

Plagiarism avoidance
Discussion of Uncertainties
Conclusions

Avoiding plagiarism

Don’t write anything while you discuss things.

Don’t share your report for someone to “look at”.

Choose different data points for sample calculations.

Make your own tables; don’t just copy directly from the
lab manual.

Along with the paper copy, you will submit an electronic copy
which will be tested for plagiarism.

Terry Sturtevant Writing a Lab Report



Writing a lab report
How is it marked?

Plagiarism avoidance
Discussion of Uncertainties
Conclusions

Avoiding plagiarism

Don’t write anything while you discuss things.

Don’t share your report for someone to “look at”.

Choose different data points for sample calculations.

Make your own tables; don’t just copy directly from the
lab manual.

Along with the paper copy, you will submit an electronic copy
which will be tested for plagiarism.

Terry Sturtevant Writing a Lab Report



Writing a lab report
How is it marked?

Plagiarism avoidance
Discussion of Uncertainties
Conclusions

Avoiding plagiarism

Don’t write anything while you discuss things.

Don’t share your report for someone to “look at”.

Choose different data points for sample calculations.

Make your own tables; don’t just copy directly from the
lab manual.

Along with the paper copy, you will submit an electronic copy
which will be tested for plagiarism.

Terry Sturtevant Writing a Lab Report



Writing a lab report
How is it marked?

Plagiarism avoidance
Discussion of Uncertainties
Conclusions

Avoiding plagiarism

Don’t write anything while you discuss things.

Don’t share your report for someone to “look at”.

Choose different data points for sample calculations.

Make your own tables; don’t just copy directly from the
lab manual.

Along with the paper copy, you will submit an electronic copy
which will be tested for plagiarism.

Terry Sturtevant Writing a Lab Report



Writing a lab report
How is it marked?

Plagiarism avoidance
Discussion of Uncertainties
Conclusions

Checklist section C

Terry Sturtevant Writing a Lab Report



Writing a lab report
How is it marked?

Plagiarism avoidance
Discussion of Uncertainties
Conclusions

Checklist section C

Terry Sturtevant Writing a Lab Report



Writing a lab report
How is it marked?

Plagiarism avoidance
Discussion of Uncertainties
Conclusions

Checklist section D

Terry Sturtevant Writing a Lab Report



Writing a lab report
How is it marked?

Plagiarism avoidance
Discussion of Uncertainties
Conclusions

Checklist section D

Terry Sturtevant Writing a Lab Report



Writing a lab report
How is it marked?

Plagiarism avoidance
Discussion of Uncertainties
Conclusions

Checklist sections E and F

Terry Sturtevant Writing a Lab Report



Writing a lab report
How is it marked?

Plagiarism avoidance
Discussion of Uncertainties
Conclusions

Checklist sections E and F

Terry Sturtevant Writing a Lab Report



Writing a lab report
How is it marked?

Plagiarism avoidance
Discussion of Uncertainties
Conclusions

Discussion of Uncertainties

1 What were the most important sources of uncertainty in the
experiment?

For any systematic sources of uncertainty, which way would
the uncertainty tend to skew your results?

Were your results actually skewed in that manner? What does
that tell you about that source of uncertainty?

For any random sources of uncertainty, would taking more
measurements reduce the uncertainty in your final results? If
so, how many measurements would be required for optimal
results?

2 How could you most easily and effectively improve the
experiment if you were to repeat it?
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Conclusions

1 What was the purpose of the lab? (May be more than one)

Was it achieved?

Quantitative questions should have numerical results (with
uncertainties).

Qualitative questions should have non-numerical statements
of results.

2 All results should be compared with expectations.

Quantitative results should be shown numerically to agree or
not with expectations.

Qualitative results should have non-numerical statements of
whether or not results were as expected.
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Questions which can be answered

Would a more precise tape measure have helped?

Would a more precise stopwatch have helped?

Should we have performed more trials?

If so, how many?

All of these can be answered definitively.
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What about previous questions?

Each week’s in-lab questions give insight into the experiment.

Each week’s post-lab questions give insight into the
experiment.

The final task each week suggests whether these insights
belong in the Discussion or Conclusions.

These give lots of possibilities for explaining your results.
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Table from lab exercises
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